
 
  Geneva Academy of 

International 
Humanitarian Law and 
Human Rights  
Founded in 2007, the Academy aims 
to provide instruction of a high 
academic standard in French and 
English, to conduct and promote 
legal research, to organize training 
courses and expert meetings, and to 
provide legal expertise in all branches 
of international law relating to 
situations of armed conflict. 

Partners: 
The Swiss Human Rights Book series was initiated and supported by the Swiss 
Department of Foreign Affairs and coordinated by the University of Zurich, and 
published by Rüffer & Rub. Volume 3 was prepared by the Geneva Academy  of 
International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights and Realizing Rights: The 
Ethical Globalization Initiative. See further the book series’ website 
www.swisshumanrightsbook.com. 

The Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights is 
a joint endeavour of the Law Faculty of the University of Geneva and the 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies. The University of 
Lausanne, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs also contribute to achieving the objectives of 
the Academy. 

Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative works to put human rights 
standards at the heart of global governance and policy‐making.  In the field of 
health, Realizing Rights fosters political leadership and new tools of 
accountability through health workforce capacity, health financing and 
women’s health. 

International Symposium and Book Launch 

Realizing the Right to Health 
Whose Role is it Anyway? 

 

Monday 22 June 2009 
Auditoire Jacques Freymond & Parc Barton 
Graduate Institute of International and 

Development Studies 
132 rue de Lausanne, Geneva 



 

 

 

About the book Realizing the Right to Health 
Contains 40 chapters by 60 leading health care 
practitioners, human rights advocates, health officials, 
and other experts in the international right to health 
movement. Chapters cover eight core topics: the human 
rights perspective on health, prioritizing women's 
health, right to health in emergencies, people & groups 
at risk, key health challenges, multilateral institutions 
and responses, the role of health care practitioners, and 
strengthening health care systems. 

International Symposium 
2‐6pm, Auditorium Jacques‐Freymond 

Book Launch 
6‐8pm, Parc Barton 

2:00‐2:30 pm Welcome & Keynote Address 
 Welcome: Mary Robinson, President of Realizing Rights: The Ethical 
Globalization Initiative and Andrew Clapham, Director of the Geneva 
Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. 
Keynote Address: Kyung‐wha Kang, Deputy High Commissioner for 
Human Rights  
2:30‐4:00 pm Discussion Panel I 
Realizing the Right to Health at the National Level: 
Whose Role is it Anyway? 
Panel Chair: Mary Robinson 

Panel Discussants: 

Professor Mary Crewe, Director of the Centre for the Study of AIDS, 
University of Pretoria (South Africa) 

Professor Eibe Riedel, Member of the Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights 

Len Rubenstein, Executive Director, Physicians for Human Rights 

Professor Lynn Freedman, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia 
University 

Iain Byrne, Senior Lawyer, INTERIGHTS 

4:30‐6:00 pm Discussion Panel II 
Realizing the Right to Health at the International Level: 
Whose Role is it Anyway? 
Panel Chair: Andrew Clapham 

Panel Discussants: 

Gian Luca Burci, General Counsel, World Health Organization 

Geoff Adlide, Head of Advocacy and Public Policy, GAVI Alliance 

Tido von Schoen‐Angerer, Executive Director, Campaign for Access to 
Essential Medicines, Médecins Sans Frontières International 

Professor Stephen Marks, François‐Xavier Bagnoud Professor of Health 
and Human Rights, Harvard School of Public Health 

Invitation 
Please join us for a reception in Parc Barton (outside the cafeteria of 
the Graduate Institute) after the symposium to celebrate the launch of 
the book Realizing the Right to Health, Volume III in the Swiss Human 
Rights Book series, edited by Andrew Clapham and Mary Robinson, 
and co‐edited by Claire Mahon and Scott Jerbi.  

Symposium participants and those unable to attend the symposium are  
all warmly invited to attend the book launch. 

Official Launch 
Realizing the Right to Health will be officially launched by: 

Ambassador Thomas Greminger, Head of Political Affairs, Division IV‐ 
Human Security, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Switzerland 

Dr Francis Chevenal, Senior Associate Member, St. Antony’s College, 
University of Oxford, on behalf of the Editor of the Swiss Human Rights 
Book series 

Andrew Clapham and Mary Robinson, editors of Realizing the Right to 
Health 

4‐4:30 pm coffee break 

Registration and further information 
Attendance at the international symposium and book launch are free of 
charge.  Please RSVP to Ms Ioana Cismas, indicating whether you will attend 
the symposium, book launch, or both, at ioana.cismas@graduateinstitute.ch. 
If coming by car and wanting to park at the Graduate Institute, please obtain a 
parking permit on the day from the reception desk at Villa Barton.  


