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Preface

The first volume of the Swiss Human Rights 
Book series on Realizing Property Rights ap­
peared in 2006. In view of the many positive re­
sponses and the interest shown by readers we 
decided to continue the series. 

The second volume deals with the rights of 
the child, one of the priorities of Swiss foreign 
policy. The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights of 1948 was complemented in 1959 by a 
Declaration on the Rights of the Child. In its ef­
forts to make the general declaration binding, 
the UN faced a double challenge. On the one 
hand it needed to protect children and on the 
other, children had to be recognised as persons 
in their own right. Even if children are minors, 
they are right holders. The UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child was finally adopted by 
a large majority in 1989 and is now worldwide 
the most ratified UN document. Its implemen­
tation is monitored by the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child, which obliges all State par­
ties to submit regular reports on how the rights 
are being implemented.

In 1997, the Convention was ratified by 
Switzerland. By endorsing the convention, Swit­

zerland committed itself ten years ago to re­
spect the rights of children, to inform children 
of their rights and regularly to report on the 
implementation of these rights to the UN Com­
mittee on the Rights of the Child. The first Swiss 
state report to the Committee was discussed in 
2002. The next report is due at the end of 2008.

Violence against children often remains hid­
den, mainly because children are vulnerable, 
lack power and lack a voice. Switzerland is ac­
tively committed to the protection of children’s 
rights. We are convinced that the protection of 
children from corporal punishment and from 
death penalty is an objective that should remain 
valid regardless of cultural and religious dif­
ferences. Prostitution, pornography and child  
labour as well as the protection of children in 
armed conflicts need to be combated by the 
combined efforts of governments, civil society 
and the private sector. 

Furthermore, Switzerland advocates the ra­
tification of the Optional Protocol to the Con­
vention on the Rights of the Child on the sale 
of children, child prostitution and child porno­
graphy and intends to propose measures to en­
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sure greater international respect for the prohi­
bition of the involvement of children in armed 
conflicts. At the multilateral level, it actively 
supports the work of the UN to protect children 
against violence, sexual exploitation and abuse 
within the family.

The present publication contains articles on 
the implementation of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child worldwide. It examines the 
subject from legal, philosophical and econom­
ic perspectives. We hope that the wide variety 
of articles will contribute to a discussion of the 
rights of the child in Switzerland and abroad.

I am pleased that the Political Philosophy 
Department of Zurich University headed by 
Professor Georg Kohler together with editors 
Carol Bellamy, Jean Zermatten, Thomas and Pe­
ter G. Kirchschläger and with rüffer & rub Pub­
lishers are presenting the second volume of the 
series entitled Swiss Human Rights Book.

Together with the publication of the Swiss 
Human Rights Book we maintain a discussion 
forum in which the above articles are available 
to interested readers under: www.swisshuman­
rightsbook.com.

Ambassador Thomas Greminger
Head of Political Affairs Division IV 
(Human Security) 
of the Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs



293Authors

Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba has been a  
member of the Mexican  
Foreign Service since 1983 and 
was appointed Ambassador  
of Mexico in December 2001.  
He has been Permanent Repre­
sentative of Mexico to the  
United Nations and other inter­

national organizations in Geneva since March 
2004. Ambassador de Alba holds a B.A. in inter­
national affairs from the Institut d’Etudes  
es Relations Internationales in Paris. In the mul­
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of the Committee on Disarmament and Inter­
national Security of the United Nations General 
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2004); President of the Council of the Inter­
national Organization for Migration (November  
2005–2006); and First President of the United  
Nations Human Rights Council (June 2006–
2007). As Deputy Permanent Representative of  
Mexico to the United Nations in New York  
(January 2002 – March 2004), he promoted in 
the General Assembly the Mexican initiative  
to elaborate the Convention on the rights  
of persons with disabilities, as well as the res­
olution that led to the establishment of the 
Special Rapporteur on the protection of hu­
man rights in the fight against terrorism. 

Prof. Dr. med. Andreas Fanconi, emeritus, is a spe­
cialist in pediatrics and was 
medical director of the Zurich 
children’s hospital until his  
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the Carol Davila University  
in Bucharest conveyed an hon­
orary doctorate on him in  

appreciation of his dedication to the Sighet hos­
pital in Transylvania. Since 1988, he has been 
President of the Swiss AIDS & Child Foundation.

Mayra Gómez (PhD) the Coordinator of the Women 
and Housing Rights Program 
with the Centre on Housing 
Rights and Evictions (COHRE), 
an international human rights 
organization dedicated to  
promoting housing rights for  
everyone, everywhere. Mayra 

brings a strong substantive, legal and strategic 
background to the program, and works with  
other members of the WHRP team to develop  
and implement innovative strategies to protect  
and promote women’s housing and land rights 
throughout the world. In recent years, she  
has been a vocal advocate on such issues as wo- 
men’s inheritance rights, women’s housing  
rights within the context of domestic violence, 
the housing rights of displaced women, and  
the housing rights of girls. With COHRE, Mayra 
has coordinated and participated in dozens of 
fact-finding missions, training missions and  
other field experiences, and has traveled to over  
30 different countries in the course of her work. 
During her tenure with COHRE, Mayra has been 
responsible for preparing dozens of COHRE  
reports and publications, for designing and  
implementing COHRE research projects, and  
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Thomas Greminger, Head of the Political Affairs Di- 
vision IV, Human Security 
(Peace, Human Rights, Humani­
tarian Policy) since August 2004, 
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joined the diplomatic service of 
the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs in 1990 af­

ter completing his studies in history, economics 
and political science at the University of Zurich 
(PhD). He started his diplomatic career as an  
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he became diplomatic adviser for development 
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Cooperation (SDC). He was a co-author of  
the Federal Council’s Guidelines North-South 
and deputy-head of the division in charge of 
their implementation in the SDC. In 1996,  
he was promoted to head of the Development  
Policy and Research Division of the SDC and 
Secretary of the Federal Council’s Consultat­
ive Commission for International Cooperation. 
From 1999 to 2001, he was chargé d’affaires  
of the Swiss Embassy in Maputo and country- 
director of Swiss Development Cooperation  
in Mozambique. On his return to headquarters, 
he became deputy-head of the Political Affairs  
Division IV, in charge of the Peace Policy and  
Human Security Section.

Thomas Hammarberg is Commissioner for Human 
Rights of the Council of Europe. 
He began his six-year term of  
office in April 2006. Formerly, he 
was Secretary General of the  
Olof Palme International Center,  
Sweden. His other positions 
have included those of Regional  

Advisor for Europe, Central Asia and the Cau­
casus at the office of the UN High Commissioner  
for Human Rights and Swedish Representative  
for the multilateral Middle East peace process.  
He was also the Personal Representative of  
the Swedish Prime Minister to the Special Ses­
sion on Children of the UN General Assembly 
and Chairman of the International Council  
on Human Rights Policy. Previously, he was Spe­
cial Representative of the UN Secretary-General 
for Human Rights in Cambodia, Secretary- 
General of Amnesty International, and Secreta­
ry General of Swedish Save the Children. He has 
also worked as the foreign editor of the daily 
newspaper Expressen, diplomatic correspondent 
for the Swedish Radio, and as a teacher.

Gitti Hug studied Business Administration and  
Economics at the Universi­
ty of St. Gallen (Switzerland) 
(1972–1976) and Law in Zurich  
(1977–1980). She has been prac­
ticing as an attorney at law in 
Zurich sind 1981. She is a senior 
partner in a medium-sized  

Swiss law firm with offices in Zurich and Geneva. 
Gitti Hug focuses on Intellectual Property and  
Art Law on which topics she regularly publishes  
and is a member and vice-president of a cantonal 
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guardianship law.

Devaki Jain has lectured in economics at Delhi Uni­
versity and was a founding 
member of the Indian Associa­
tion of Women’s Studies. She  
advised the National Com­
mission on Women of the 
Government of India and 
was a member of Julius Ny­

erere’s South Commission. Her academic re­
search and advocacy, influenced largely by Gan­
dhian philosophy, have focused on issues of 
women’s rights, democratic decentralization, 
and people-centered development. Her lat­
est publication includes “Women, Develop­
ment and the UN: A Sixty Year Quest for Equal­
ity and Justice.” Indiana University Press 
2005. She was conferred the Padma Bhush­
an, India’s third-highest civilian honor.


